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Week Seven Plan

Tasks for week seven 

My experience with social justice 

What the NASW means by social 
justice 

NASW's 2026 social justice priorities 

Where social workers can get 
involved

Learning Objectives 
• Explain how the ethical principle of social 

justice and Standard 6.04, Social and 
Political Action, call social workers to 
advocacy 

• Identify the four 2026 NASW social justice 
priorities and the foundational issues that 
sit underneath them 

• Describe how immigration enforcement 
and cuts to the social safety net affect the 
clients and communities social workers 
serve 

• Identify an advocacy organization or 
NASW resource you could use to act on a 
social justice issue you care about



Week Seven Tasks

Read Chapter 3 in Reamer (2023) 
Ethical Responsibilities to Colleagues

Forums include: 
• Ethical Standard 2: Responsibilities 

to Colleagues 
• Chapter 3 Reading Discussion 
• Ethical Principle: Social Justice

Submit your 
A-02: Reflecting 
on Biases 
Worksheet

Complete your 
mid-term course 
evaluation

Make three replies across any 
of the forums. 



2011 Have a Heart for Kids Day

Me & my daughter at candlelight vigil after election of Trump in 2016

2012 Have a Heart for Kids Day 2010 Students Barricading at University in Peru



What the 
NASW 
Means by 
Social 
Justice

The ethical principle: "Social workers pursue social 
change, particularly with and on behalf of vulnerable and 
oppressed individuals and groups of people. Social 
workers' social change efforts are focused primarily on 
issues of poverty, unemployment, discrimination, and 
other forms of social injustice" (National Association of 
Social Workers [NASW], 2021). 

Standard 6.04, Social and Political Action: "Social 
workers should be aware of the impact of the political 
arena on practice and should advocate for changes in 
policy and legislation to improve social conditions to meet 
basic human needs and promote social justice" (NASW, 
2021, 6.04[a]). The standard also names immigration 
status among the grounds on which social workers should 
act to prevent discrimination (6.04[d]).

INTERSECTIONALITY

EQUITY



NASW Foundations for Social Justice

Voter 
Rights

Immigrant 
Rights

Economic 
Justice Criminal 

& 

Juvenile

Justice

Justice

Environmental Justice
https://www.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Social-Justice/Social-Justice-Priorities 

https://www.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Social-Justice/Social-Justice-Priorities


2026 NASW Priorities

• Promoting fair and just immigration policies 

• Protecting the social safety net 

• Protecting democracy 

• Responding to emergent social justice issues



Examples of Advocacy Organizations

https://weareoneamerica.org/https://www.cadca.org/ https://childrensalliance.org/

https://weareoneamerica.org/
https://www.cadca.org/
https://childrensalliance.org/

