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YOUR ETHICS

With a partner, discuss:

• How do you make ethical decisions? 

• What is the basis for your ethics?
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AGENDA

• Preparing for peer review process 

• Unethical examples 

• Tasks and concepts related to ethical 
social science research methods 

• Examples of processes and forms 
related to ethics
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PEER REVIEWS



5 PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS 
YOU COULDN'T DO TODAY
Green (2016) The SciShow
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SMALL GROUP 
DISCUSSION
In groups of three or four, discuss the 
following topics:

• Are there other unethical experiments you 
have heard about, and what did they 
involve? 

• What are some of your reactions to these 
studies (potential go through all five of 
them)? 

• While the studies discussed were unethical, 
what is the impact on social sciences now 
that they've been done?
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TYPES OF IRBS
Institutional Review Board

Exempt Review

lowest level of IRB review, for studies for studies with 
minimal risk or human subject involvement

Expedited Review

middle level of IRB review, for studies with minimal risk 
but greater human subject involvement

Full Board Review

highest level of IRB, for studies with greater than 
minimal risk to participants

(DeCarlo, 2018)
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POPULATIONS IN 
RESEARCH

groups of people who 
receive additional 

protection during IRB 
review

 

Protect & Serve
Vulnerable 
Populations

(DeCarlo, 2018)



ETHICS IN SOCIAL 
WORK RESEARCH

Jacob Campbell, LICSW 
Heritage University 

SOWK 459 ● FALL 2019 
Social Science Research Methods

Going through the institutional review 
board process can be a lot of work 
(especially for a full review)

THE CRISIS RESIDENTIAL CENTER’S 
DIRECTIONS PROGRAM EVALUATION: FOR THE 
2006-2008 FINANCIAL GRANT YEARS STUDY

8
Submissions
iCloud Drive ▸ Documents ▸ School ▸ EWU ▸ MSW ▸ Research Project
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THE CRISIS RESIDENTIAL CENTER’S 
DIRECTIONS PROGRAM EVALUATION: FOR THE 
2006-2008 FINANCIAL GRANT YEARS STUDY

• 10/14/08 - Letter of agency 
agreement 

• 12/03/08 - Initial presentation for 
IRB 

• 01/23/09 - Final approval
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The Crisis Residential Center’s Directions 
Program Evaluation: For the 2006-2008 

Financial Grant Years Study
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What might the process of 
Institutional Review Board 
Look Like at Heritage and 
for your project?

GOLD 
STAR

How do I get one of 
those?



ETHICS IN SOCIAL 
WORK RESEARCH

Jacob Campbell, LICSW 
Heritage University 

SOWK 459 ● FALL 2019 
Social Science Research Methods

“Informed consent is defined as a 
subject’s voluntary agreement to 

participate in research based on a 
full understanding of the research 

and of the possible risks and benefits 
involved. Although it sounds simple, 

ensuring that one has actually 
obtained informed consent is a much 

more complex process than you 
might initially presume” 

– (DeCarlo, 2018, p. 345)
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 School of Social Work 
121 Senior Hall • Cheney, WA 99004-2445 • 509.359.2283 • http://www.ewu.edu/x2392.xml 

Eastern Washington University is committed to equal opportunity and affirmative action in employment. 

 

 

Consent Form 

Crisis Residential Center’s Direction Program Evaluation 2006-2008  

Financial Grant Years  

Principal Investigator:  Jacob Campbell, (509) 628-2868; 
Other Investigators:  Shireen Wheeler; Jennifer Boisen 
Responsible Project Investigator: Dr. Kim Stansbury, kim_stansbury@yahoo.com 
Crisis Residential Center Oversight: Teresa Wright, (509) 532-2000 
 

Introduction 
 

We invite your child to participate in a one-on-one in-depth interview regarding their participation in the Crisis 
Residential Center’s (CRC) Directions Program.  Your child was selected because they participated in the Directions 
Program between 2006 and 2008.  Participation in this interview is voluntary for your child. 
 

Purpose and Benefits 

The purpose of this study is to determine how effective the CRC Direction’s Program is in assisting clients and their 
families.  The results will be used to help the CRC know if changes need to be made to the Directions Program.  
Future clients will benefit from this project because they will be provided more effective services.  The benefit to 
your child is the knowledge that their participation will help improve the CRC’s Directions Program.   

Procedures 

If you and your child decide to participate, we will interview your child one-on-one for 20-30 minutes. The 
questions will cover topics such as your child’s experience at the CRC, their perception regarding the interventions 
used, and how the CRC impacted their lives in areas such as their relationship with their families. Examples of 
questions include; “What was your family like before the CRC?”, “What brought you into the CRC?”, “Has your 
life changed since you left the CRC? How?” and “Has your family changed since you left the CRC?  How?”  
Washington State law provides that private conversations may not be recorded, intercepted, or divulged without 
permission of the individual(s) involved.  With your permission, the researchers will use an audio device to record 
the interview.  Your child is free to not answer any question they don’t want to and may withdraw from participation 
at any time without any impact on current or future services. 

Risk, Stress or Discomfort 

There is a possibility that answering the questions might cause some discomfort and/or sadness.  The participants 
will be provided information about First Call for Help to help them deal with any issues that might arise as a result 
of the interview.  In addition, there is a risk of possible violation to you and your child’s privacy.  While none of the 
researchers can absolutely guarantee privacy, the following steps will be taken to reduce the risk: 

1. The information gathered will be available only to the researchers,  management at the CRC, and the 
research supervisor at Eastern Washington University, Katie Clemmons-Handy 

2. The audiotapes will be kept in a locked cabinet at the CRC 

3. The final paper will not include any information that can be traced back to a particular participant 

4. The data will be permanently destroyed by April 30, 2012 
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Other Information 
 

In the distribution process that includes a final report to YFA Connections, the EWU School of Social Work, 
possible presentations and manuscripts, your information will be de-identified (not disclosing your identify) and 
presented in a collective format and pseudonyms (fictitious initials) will be used to protect your identity.  Excerpts 
from your interviews can potentially be used in the distribution process; however, factitious initials will be used to 
protect your identity. 
 
The information gathered will be kept strictly confidential. As previously mentioned, participation is completely 
voluntary and the participants can withdraw at any time without penalty. The youth who participate in the interviews 
will be entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card regardless if they complete the interview or not. If you have any 
questions regarding this study you can contact Jacob Campbell at (509) 628-2868 or Dr. Kim Stansbury, responsible 
research investigator, by email at kim_stansbury@yahoo.com.  If you have any concerns about your rights as a 
participant in this research or any complaints you wish to make, you may contact Ruth Galm, Human Protections 
Administrator (509-359-7971/6567), rgalm@ewu.edu. 
 
 
 
     
Jacob Campbell  Shireen Wheeler  Jennifer Boisen 
  
The study described above has been explained to me, and I voluntarily consent to allow my child to participate in 
this interview. I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I give permission to record and/or use conversations in 
which my child participates during this study. I understand that by signing this form I am not waiving my child’s 
legal rights. I understand that I will receive a signed copy of this form 

 

 

 Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian Date 

 

The study has been explained to me, and I voluntarily assent to participate in this interview. I have had an 
opportunity to ask questions, I give permission to record and/or use conversations in which I participate during this 
study. I understand that by signing this form I am not waiving my legal rights. I understand that I will receive a 
signed copy of this form.  

 

 

 Signature of Participant Date 

 

A copy of this form has been provided to both the legal guardian and child c 
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(DeCarlo, 2018)
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IDENTITY 
PROTECTIONS

Anonymity
the identity of research 
participants is not 
known to researchers

identifying information 
about research 
participants is known to 
the researchers but is 
not divulged to anyone 
else

Confidentiality

(DeCarlo, 2018)
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CONSIDERATIONS IN 
RESEARCH PRACTICE
Level of 
inquiry Focus Key ethics questions for researchers to ask themselves

Micro Individual

• Does my research impinge on the individual’s right to 
privacy? 

• Could my research offend subjects in any way? 
• Could my research cause emotional distress to any 

of my subjects? 
• Has my own conduct been ethical throughout the 

research process?

Mezzo Group

• Does my research follow the ethical guidelines of my 
profession and discipline? 

• Could my research negatively impact a community? 
• Have I met my duty to those who funded my 

research?

Macro Society

• Does my research meet the societal expectations of 
social research? 

• Have I met my social responsibilities as a 
researcher?

(DeCarlo, 2018)



AUSCHWITZ
Nazi concentration and extermination 
camp (1940–1945)

Photo by Jacob Campbell in Sept 16, 2008

• Should data gathered by the Nazis be used or 
cited today? 

• What arguments can you make in support of your 
position, and how would you respond to those who 
disagree?
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CODE OF ETHICS
Monitor and evaluate policies, programs, and 
practice interventions 

Contribute to the development of knowledge through 
research 

Keep current with the best available research 
evidence to inform practice 

Ensure voluntary and fully informed consent of all 
participants 

Not engage in any deception in the research 
process

(NASW, 2017)
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CODE OF ETHICS

Allow participants to withdraw from the study at any 
time 

Provide access for participants to appropriate 
supportive services 

Protect research participants from harm 

Maintain confidentiality 

Report findings accurately 

Disclose any conflicts of interest

(NASW, 2017)


