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Agenda

• Use our outline to create a well written literature review
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The Big Picture

Body

Summary

Two Parts of a 
Lit Review
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Look at the 
literature review
(It starts with “The UIFM Journey: 
Immigrants as Trauma Survivors”)  

What makes this a good 
literature review? 

What could be better?
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Literature Review Rules to 
Live By: The Paragraphs

• You should have at least two citations in each paragraph. 

• Citations must be connected by a common idea. 

• The common idea that connects the citation should be 
summarized in the topic sentence.  

• Findings from articles should be summarized (in your 
own words) with appropriate APA citations.  

• If possible, transition words should be used within the 
paragraph to connect ideas. 
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Flow of 
Citations
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Topic 
Sentence
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Transition 
Sentences
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If your paragraphs need it...

Elaborate upon 
the ideas set 
forth in the 
literature.

Add 
summarizing 
or concluding 
sentences at 

the end of your 
paragraphs.
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You try it!

• Organize your outline into paragraphs. 

• Try this formula:

Topic sentence 
(Transition) Summarize literature 
(Transition) Elaborate 
(Transition) Summarize literature 
(Transition) Elaborate 
(Transition) Summarize or conclude
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Discuss

What is useful about 
transitions
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More Literature Review 
Rules to Live By

Add a transition word to the topic sentence of each 
paragraph to indicate how the information in that 
paragraph relates to the information in the previous 
paragraph.
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Pro Tip
For most papers 

you will likely 
not use more 

than these two Use 
Headings to 

Break up 
the Paper
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Quality Check

You should be able to 
read the topic sentence 
of each paragraph, in 
order, and get an 
overview of the 
literature review. 
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Summary
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Summarizing Your 
Literature Review

Summarize the research. (Look at your topic sentences 
and re-word them, with transitions!) 

• Highlight gaps in the research that justify your own 
study.  

• (Example: “While we know much about…, little 
research exists on…..”)
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You Try It
Write your summary. 

Try this formula:
(Transition) Topic sentence re-stating 
importance of issue (from your 
introduction) 

(Transition) Summarize finding/paragraph 1 

(Transition) Summarize finding/paragraph 2 

(Transition) Concluding sentence 
highlighting research gaps and need for 
current research
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Rubric - Evidence
INITIAL EMERGING DEVELOPED HIGHLY 

DEVELOPED

Either little 
appropriate 
evidence is 

presented, or the 
evidence 

presented is not 
tied to either the 
argument or the 

research 
questions


Weak / not 
clearly relevant 

research is 
weakly 

presented

Somewhat 
relevant research 

is clearly 
presented

Relevant 
research is 

clearly presented
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Rubric - Academic 
References

INITIAL EMERGING DEVELOPED HIGHLY 
DEVELOPED

Research from 
fewer than eight 
academic/peer-
reviewed articles 

is presented

Research from at 
least eight 

academic/peer-
reviewed articles 

is presented

Research from at 
least ten 

academic/peer-
reviewed articles 

is presented

Research from 
more than ten 
academic/peer-
reviewed articles 

is presented
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Rubric - Organization
INITIAL EMERGING DEVELOPED HIGHLY 

DEVELOPED

No attempt at 
organization or 
thesis is evident

Research is 
weakly organized 
and synthesized

Research is 
adequately 

organized and 
synthesized

Research is well 
organized and 

synthesized


