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▸ Reading and understanding scholarly journal articles 

▸ Distinguish between high-quality and low-quality journal 
articles 
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Introduction: A statement 
of what is currently known 
about the study subject 
that articulates the 
questions being 
investigated. It cites other 
scholarly works, lays the 
foundation for the study, 
and sometimes states a 
hypothesis to be tested.
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Results: A description of 
the research conducted 
and the results obtained.

Some papers include 
additional supporting 
data as a supplement

Results are presented as 
tables, large datasets, and 
figures, which can include 
graphics, videos, 
diagrams, and 
photographs

Figure

Figure Legend

Table
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Discussion: An analysis 
and interpretation of the 
data presented that 
integrates the new 
information with prior 
findings, states the 
implications of the work, 
and sometimes generates 
new hypotheses to be 
tested
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Methods: A description of 
how the studies were 
conducted, with sufficient 
detail so that others can 
repeat them exactly
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References: The list of the 
articles cited in the paper 
that provide information 
on the research topic and 
the methods.
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have been presented as indicators of a school crisis among Native

American youths. This crisis, however, relies on ahistoric and de!cit

models of intervention, which imagine academic success as an

individual- or family-level phenomenon. Responding to Reyhner’s

(1991) suggestion to assess the role of schools and teachers in working

to push students out of school, we explored the experiences of Native

American youths in schools. This article documents !ndings from a

community-based mixed-methods study. It establishes not only the

signi!cant prevalence of microaggressions for Native American youths

in schools but it also presents the unique discriminatory experiences
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Write the key findings in your own 
words.  

These should be mentioned in the 
abstract AND described in the 
discussion. 

The fewer words the better.
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List the key words. 

This will help you in your future 
searches AND when organizing your 
literature review.
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CONCEPTUALIZING A PROJECT: BURNOUT

Let’s take the topic of burnout in social work.   

▸ How do you feel about this topic? 

▸ What do you already know? 

▸ Do you have any biases about it? 

▸ What kind of literature should we look for?
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CONCEPTUALIZING A PROJECT: BURNOUT

Let’s find some literature on burnout

Keywords 

Finding a database 

Skimming abstracts  

Look for authors and journal names 

Examine references 

Search for meta analyses and systematic 
reviews

How specific is our focus?  What literature is 
relevant? 

‣ Social work only?  Specific context? 

‣ Human services, health professions, etc.? 

What is our working definition for burnout?  Is there 
a better one? 

‣ How about a theory for burnout? 

What are some causes and effects of burnout?  What 
is burnout associated with?
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LLOYD, KING, AND CHENOWETH (2002)

READING AN ARTICLE

Example article about social worker burnout 

▸ Lloyd, C., King, R., & Chenoweth, L. (2002) Social work, 
stress and burnout: A review. Journal of Mental Health, 11,
(3), pp 255-265. https://doi.org/
10.1080/09638230020023642 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09638230020023642
https://doi.org/10.1080/09638230020023642
https://doi.org/10.1080/09638230020023642
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LLOYD, KING, AND CHENOWETH (2002)

GROUP ACTIVITY

Read the article together, as a group 

▸ Jot down your answers to each question in Table 3.1 in the 
book 

▸ Also, note any key facts or data you might want if you were 
writing a research proposal on social worker burnout 

▸ You don’t need to write anything formal.  Just rough notes.  
We’ll share together as a class
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LLOYD, KING, AND CHENOWETH (2002)

EVALUATING THIS SOURCE

▸ Outdated? 

▸ Old sources? 

▸ Credentials of the author? 

▸ Publisher? 

▸ Relevant to your topic? 

▸ Important in literature? 

▸ Accurate? 

▸ Reliable and objective? 

▸ Scope?

Strength of the evidence: 
Meta-analysis and meta-synthesis 

Experiments and quasi-experiments 

Longitudinal surveys 

Cross-sectional surveys 

Qualitative studies 

This is not the only standard by which you 
should just strength of the evidence!
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LLOYD, KING, AND CHENOWETH (2002)

USING THIS ARTICLE

▸ What are the main conclusions? 

▸ How do you use it to inform a literature review
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YOUR RESEARCH PROJECT

▸ Program evaluation for next semester 

▸ What population are you interested 

▸ What is the problem that you are interested in 

▸ Groups to look for some articles 


