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Plan for Week Five
Agenda

The characteristics of an 
effective policy analyst

Understanding numbers 
and inequality

Developing a sound, well-
reasoned, evidence-
informed, policy-relevant 
claim

PLAIN vs APA writing style

Learning Objectives
• Identify and reflect on the six core 

mindsets of effective policy analysts

• Apply a framework to develop and 

critique policy claims using real-
world topics collaboratively


• Interpret visual and quantitative data 
to understand wealth inequality


• Compare APA and PLAIN writing 
styles
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The Mindsets of 
a Policy Analyst
Critical   Thinker

Skeptical but not cynical  

Neutral commitment to 
scientific method  

Humble, curious, and 
open-minded  

Pragmatic
(Linquiti, 2022, p. 254)

Embraces real-world 
context of policy analysis  

Adept at satisficing  

Knows value of analysis is 
lost if not effectively 
communicated  

􁒑
Competenent

Appropriate domain, 
procedural, political, and 
analytic expertise  

Committed to lifelong 
learning  

Team player  

Tough 
Minded

💪 Maintains equanimity in 
policy maelstrom  

Self-confident, but not 
arrogant  

Tenacious in the face of 
setbacks  

🤝
Service 
Oriented

Embraces role: analytic 
specialist, public servant, 
campaigner, or client advisor  

Displays personal integrity  

Develops and maintains 
deserved reputation for 
credibility  

🪞Self-
Aware

Adopts an attitude of 
reflexivity  

Embraces multiple small 
theories, rather than one 
big theory  

Intellectually and 
personally modest, rather 
than enthusiastic know-it-
all

💪 Personal strengths?

⚠ Challenges or pitfalls?

🌱 Growth opportunities?

Discuss
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How Do We Connect as 
Analysists

• Critical 
Thinker


• Pragmatic


• Competent


• Tough Minded


• Tough Minded


• Self-Aware

Mapping The 
Classes’ Mindsets

Mindset

A personal 
example or 

strength related 
to this mindset

A challenge or situation where this mindset is difficult to apply

A way you’d like 

to grow in this 

mindset or apply 

it in your future 

policy practice
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12129021960864034418159813629774771309960518707211349999998372978049951
05973173281609631859502445945534690830264252230825334468503526193118817
10100031378387528865875332083814206171776691473035982534904287554687311
59562863882353787593751957781857780532171226806613001927876611195909216
42019893809525720106548586327886593615338182796823030195203530185296899
57736225994138912497217752834791315155748572424541506959508295331168617
27855889075098381754637464939319255060400927701671139009848824012858361
60356370766010471018194295559619894676783744944825537977472684710404753
46462080466842590694912933136770289891521047521620569660240580381501935
11253382430035587640247496473263914199272604269922796782354781636009341
72164121992458631503028618297455570674983850549458858692699569092721079
75093029553211653449872027559602364806654991198818347977535663698074265
42527862551818417574672890977772793800081647060016145249192173217214772
35014144197356854816136115735255213347574184946843852332390739414333454
77624168625189835694855620992192221842725502542568876717904946016534668
04988627232791786085784383827967976681454100953883786360950680064225125
20511739298489608412848862694560424196528502221066118630674427862203919
49450471237137869609563643719172874677646575739624138908658326459958133
90478027590099465764078951269468398352595709825822620522489407726719478
26848260147699090264013639443745530506820349625245174939965143142980919
06592509372216964615157098583874105978859597729754989301617539284681382
68683868942774155991855925245953959431049972524680845987273644695848653

Numbers

325 Million People in America

$4.4 Billion Federal Budget

35 Billion Sleeves

250 Working days

1.5 Cups per day

.01¢ vs .10¢
25% make coffee at home
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Developing a 
Policy-Relevant 
Claim

(Linquiti, 2022)

Reason #1

Evidence 
& Logic

Evidence 
& Logic

Evidence 
& Logic

Reason #2…

Evidence 
& Logic

Evidence 
& Logic

Evidence 
& Logic

Potential 
Counter 
Arguments 
and 
Rebuttles

can be prescritive or descriptive
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Developing a Sound, Well-Reasoned, Evidence-
Informed, Policy-Relevant Claim

🌍 Health & Environment 
• Expanding Medicaid to cover all 

undocumented residents

• Providing safe drug consumption sites

• Banning single-use plastics in Washington

🧑🤝🧑 Equity & Inclusion 
• Requiring anti-racism training in state-funded 

organizations

• Creating guaranteed income pilots for 

marginalized groups

• Recognizing tribal sovereignty in child welfare 

cases

Get in groups of 3 or 
4 and pick a topic 
below or your own

These topics were developed based 
on input from OpenAI 2025.

🏠 Social & Economic Policy 
• Expanding housing access for low-income or 

unhoused populations

• Implementing universal basic income (UBI)

• Increasing access to affordable childcare

🎓 Education & Youth 
• Implementing free community college in Washington 

State

• Banning suspensions/expulsions in elementary 

schools

• Increasing funding for school social workers or 

counselors

⚖ Criminal Justice & Policing 
• Decriminalizing drug possession

• Expanding diversion programs for youth 

• Mandating mental health co-responders for police 

calls
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Developing a Sound, Well-Reasoned, Evidence-
Informed, Policy-Relevant Claim

Create a 
tentative 
claim

Discuss 
counterarguments 
and objections

Consider 
rebuttals

Modify 
claim

Qualify 
likely 
truth of 
the claim

Finalize 
Claim

Steps in Considering Your Policy Claim

(Linquiti, 2022)

Take your topic and 
consider your policy 
claim as a group in 

preperation for 
presenting it to the class
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Developing a Sound, Well-Reasoned, Evidence-
Informed, Policy-Relevant Claim

(Linquiti, 2022)

Deconstruct 
Policy Claim

break it apart 
and look for 

problems

Cognitive 
Errors

Unsound 
Reasoning

Weak 
Evidence

Obvious 
Flaws

be cautious of 
heroic assumptions 
and consider

After each group 
presents, take a minute 
to consider and provide 

feedback

• Institutions

• Complexity

• Unitended consequences

• Winners and losers
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APA Style Tone
Clear, Straightforward, and Professional

After reading Boman (2022), 
apparently, poor kids don’t get as 
good of grades in school 
compared to rich kids. This result 
hits different when you remember 
all that poor communities already 
have to deal with. I guess more 
studies like this are needed to 
provide evidence for policy 
changes so poverty doesn’t 
continue.

Boman (2022) revealed that low 
socioeconomic status (SES) 
evinced a significant correlation 
with suboptimal academic 
achievement in juveniles—an 
unsurprising consequence, given 
that these communities grapple 
with resource paucity and ancillary 
inequities. Subsequent empirical 
forays are necessary to illuminate 
the adjustments to public policy 
needed to dismantle the pernicious 
cycle of poverty.

Boman (2022) found that low 
socioeconomic status (SES) 
predicted lower academic 
achievement in youth. This 
highlights the injustices that 
communities with lower SES 
encounter. More studies like this 
are needed to provide evidence for 
policy changes that can disrupt the 
cycle of poverty.

(Greenbaum, 2024)

Informal
Overly Jargon-laden Appropriate Tone


